Structure for Illuminating a Roulette Wheel 



The object of the invention is a structure for local 
illumination of a roulette wheel and, more particularly, an 
automatic or electronic roulette wheel. 

In known roulettes no separate illumination is 
provided to the roulette wheel. The wheel is illuminated by 
the general lighting or by lamps, particularly by reflector 
lamps installed above the roulette. 

For automatic and electronic roulettes, however, 
specific local illumination is of particular importance, 
given that, as a rule, the housing and the wheel of such 
roulettes are covered and protected with a dome of 
transparent material. In such arrangements, general 
lighting will not illuminate the wheel in a satisfactory 
manner, since visibility will be impaired due to 
reflections . 

The object of the present invention is a structure for 
illuminating the roulette wheel which will enable the wheel 
to be well illuminated locally, thus greatly improving its 
visibility, and which will be simple and reliable at the 
same time. 

According to the present invention, the object is 
achieved with a structure designed to illuminate a roulette 
wheel in accordance with the appended claims. 

The invention shall now be described with reference to 
the sample embodiment and the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

Figure 1 represents a cross-section of a part of the 
wheel with numbered compartments and the surrounding 
housing; and 
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Figure 2 represents a cross-section of a particular of 
the illumination structure on the housing. 

Figure 1 shows the wheel 2 with numbers and 
compartments 3 for accepting the ball. The wheel 2 rotates 
inside the housing 1 of the roulette. Referring now to 
Figure 2, the upper part of the housing 1 contains the 
structure for illuminating the wheel. Said structure 
consists of a support 4 which in conjunction with a spacer 
ring 5 forms a circular slit 9. As may be seen, the slit 9 
is a vertical circular slit extending around the upper part 
of the periphery of the housing 1. A band 7 provided with 
lamps 8 is mounted inside the slit 9. Along the inner 
periphery of the spacer ring 5 in the direction of the 
lamps 8 there is provided an optical ring 10. To assure 
stability to the structure, a cover 6 is placed over the 
band 7, the lamps 8, and the ring 10 in such a way as to 
fix them. The cover 6 is fixedly attached to the housing 1. 

The band 7 is formed as a band of a preferably 
flexible printed circuit board with two or more 
electrically conductive paths. To said paths, lamps 8 are 
mechanically fixed and electrically connected, 

equidistantly or otherwise spaced apart from each other. 
The lamps 8 may be light-emitting diodes, miniature light 
bulbs or other lamps appropriate for the purpose. 

The optical ring 10 is a ring of a preferably circular 
cross-section made of transparent material. Its function is 
to mechanically protect the lamps 8 and to diffuse the 
light emitted by them. 

The structure for illuminating the roulette wheel is 
assembled in the following way: the band 7 is inserted into 
the slit 9 and connected to one or more electrical power 
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sources, whereupon the ring 10 is added and covered with 
the cover 6, which is then fastened to the housing 1. 

It goes without saying that any structure capable of 
performing the mechanical and electrical functions of the 
band 7 comes within the scope of the invention as claimed. 
Likewise, in addition to the preferred circular cross- 
section of the ring 10, any alternative cross-sections 
thereof are also within the scope of the invention, 
provided that they .perform the functions of mechanically 
protecting the lamps 8 and diffusing the light emitted by 
them. 



